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Synopsis

Lush beaches, tropical waterfalls, and picture-postcard mountain ranges greet visitors looking for a
Caribbean getaway to the country of the Dominican Republic. Although it is impoverished, it has
plenty to offer. The colorful people of this developing country, which shares the island of Hispaniola
with Haiti, are eager to share its beautiful resorts, unique wildlife, and thriving businesses. A closer
look reveals a country steeped in history, dotted with reminders of explorer Christopher Columbus,
who is hailed as a hero there, and Spanish conquerors. Take a tour of the country, meet the people,
sample the foods, try your hand at making a Taino bowl, and maybe even hit the dance floor to see

if you have what it takes to merengue!
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Customer Reviews

Gr 5-7a “These volumes may be brimming with information, but they are also riddled with problems.
Chile is the best of the lot. Orr’s writing style is clean and appropriately mature for the level of the
text. Puerto Rico and Dominican Republic are written like bad junior-high essays, sprinkled with
exclamation marks and ineffectual rhetorical questions using the second-person perspective.
Tracy’s book is packed with a mishmash of facts about Cuba. The contents of the chapters overlap,

making for a real organizational disaster. The writing is choppy, with few transitions to bridge



different topics. There’s no conclusion; the text abruptly stops after the last paragraph, which is
about Havana rather than a summary statement about the country. These books are a missed
opportunity; they contain a respectable amount of material for reports, but the presentations are

off-putting.a “Alyson Low, Fayetteville Public Library, AR. (c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC,

a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

John A. Torres is the author of more than 40 books for children, including Meet Our New Student
from Haiti, Meet Our New Student from Zambia, and Meet Our New Student from Nicaragua for
Mitchell Lane Publishers. He is also an award-winning journalist for a major Florida daily
newspaper. John s mother was born in Aguas Buenas, Puerto Rico, which is near the island of
Hispaniola. He has visited the Dominican Republic on a few occasions for research and
church-related relief work. Journalism has also taken John to many other countries, including Haiti,
Indonesia, India, Italy, England, Mexico, and Zambia, among others. John graduated from Fordham
University with a degree in communications and a minor in political science. He lives in Florida with

his wife and five children.
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